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GENERAL EDITORIAL

The Alamkara-Cintamani ( AC) has caught the attention of
Sanskrit scholars since the time it was edited by Padmaraja Pandita
in the Kavyambudhi, 1893-94. Later, if was published by Sakhz-
rama Nemichanda Doshi, Sholapur, and printed in the Jainendra
Press, Kolhapur, 1907. But, about the name of its author and his
age, there was a lot of confusion which is now sufficiently cleared,
By some the name of the author was wrongly taken as Jinasena,
perhaps intending him to be identical with the author of the Adi-
purina etc. Some took Jinasena and Ajitasena to be identical. Those
who accepted Ajitasena as the author identified him with Ajitasena,
the teacher of Chamupdaraya, to be assigned to the tenth century
AD, Dr. K, Krishnamoorthy has given details about all these
earlier views; and he has shown how Ajitasena is the author ( a fact
mentioned in the text itsclf, IT. 181-82 and the following prose
lines ) who could not be assigned to a period much earlier than 1421
A.D. He has contributed two papers on this subject : i ) The date
of Ajitasena’s AC., Karnataka University Journal, Humanities No.,
Vol. IV, Dharwar 1960; and i ) Ajitazena’s AC in the Upayana
( Kannada }, Mysore 1967, Both these papers cover a good deal of
cominon ground, and give plenty of references which can be profit-
‘ably consulted.

Two works of Ajitasena have come to light, and their Mss.,
so far known, are recorded in the Jinaratnakofa by Prof. HL.D. Vela-
nkar, i) smgﬁra—Maﬁjari (SM) : It is a small text in Sanskrit. It
has three chapters and contains 128 verses. It deals with “1) Pada-
dosa (viz. alaksapa, fruti-katu, vyaghatartha, anarthaka, aprasid-
dha, neyartha, gramya and asammata) which ends with a discussion
of the Vrttis; 2) the ten Gunas of Viamana; and 3 ) Arthalamkaras
( viz, upama, ropaka, jati, bhrantimat, hetu, saméaya, prativasta-
pami, aksepa, drstanta and tulyavogita).” See S.K. De : History of
Sanskrit Poectics, pp. 264-65, Calcutta 1960. From the colophon of
the work the following details are available, The author is Ajitasena
(-acarya, -deva-yatisvara); he bclonged to the Senagana; he com-
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posed this work for the study of Kamiraya, well known as Raya, the
son of the famous queen Vitthaladevt who is described é&flavibhi-,
san3, ii) Then there is the Alamkara-Cintamangi { AC ) : It is presen-
ted here in this volume. There is a Ms. of it in the Oriental Research
Institute, Mysore (No.A.67). Tt was copied by S$antarsja, the son
of Padmapandita in 1808. Tt has an incomplete commentary, just
covering four pages, In its opening remark, it praises highly Ajita-
sena—munisvara {honoured by Rajadhiraja etc. } who wrote this AC
in the Santzévara temple of Bangavadi. The AG refers to Barnga
and his territory. possibly Bangavadi ( see V.238 and the following
prose passage ).

This Kamiraya, mentioned by Ajitasena in SM as the son of
Vitthaladevt, is obviously the same as the Jaina ruler Raya Banga
who ruled over Baigavadi, once under the sway of Kadambas, in
South Kanara and for whom Vijayavarni composeq his s;':‘sgﬁrﬁma-
va-Candrika { 8C} which is latcly published by the Bharatiya
JiAinapitha in the Manpikachandra Granthm3ala, No. 59, Delhi 1969.
Vijayavarpi describes Kzamiraya as the bhagineya { sister’s son)
of §ri~Pandya-banga and as the son of mahadevi ( great queen )
Vitthalamba ( I.16 ). Vijayavarni, while elucidating different topics
in poetics, prefusely glorifies Kamirdya through examples which
illustrate the different points.

Now the details, noted above, are sufficient to fix the period
of both Vijayavarpi and Ajitascna who were contemporaries of
Kamiraya of Bangavadi. This Bangavadi was the principality of
Banga chieftains of South Kanara, Inscriptional evidence is availa-
ble for éri—Pz‘ludya—bax'lga.-nareévara ( = Pandyapparasa I, A. D,
1410 ); his sister is Vitthalamba { =Vithaladevi A. D. 1417 ); and
her son is Kamiraya (=Kamiraya-arasa-Banga, A.D. 1461, 1469 and
1474}, Vijavavarpi refers to éri-Viranarasirhha-baﬁga (L. 11)
who seems to have been the predecessor and brother of Pandya
Banga. Healso puts both the names together in the colophon :
srT—Viranarasiﬁ1ha—K‘émir§ja—Baﬂga—narendra. Either Viranara.
sitnha is a title or refers to his successor ( perhaps a brother Jof that
name for whom an inscription of 1528 A. D, is available. The
genealogy of Banga chiefs is fully worked out by Dr. K. V. Ramesh
in the light of the epigraphic records available for them; and the
dates put in the brackets above are all taken from his study. See
his two works : i} A History of South Kanara, pp. 182-83, 190 91,
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232 ete, Karnatak University, Dharwar 1970; and ii )} Tulunadina
Ttihasa ( in Kannada ), pp. 90, 122 ete., Mysore 1963, Thus, in
the light of the abave details, the age of Ajitasena and Vijayavaryi,
both contemporaries of Kamirzya, is to be put in the last quarter of
the 15th century A, D.

This date comes in conflict with the views of other scholars;
and it is necessary to explain the situation.

1) The Kolhapur ed. of AC has a statement of the copyist at
its end. He pays respects to Dorbaliéa, 1. e., Bahubali; he mentions
the locality ( obviously, Sravana Belgol ) founded by Chamundarzya;
there was his contemporary, Carukirti Pandita, i. e., the Bhattdraka
of §. Belgol; and this AC was completed by reading and hearing in
the Plava year, Advija month, Caturda$t of the bright-half and
Thursday. This, as got worked out by Dr. Kiishnamoorthy, corres-
ponds to 10-10-1421.  This date is nearly 40 to 50 years earlier than
Kamiraya, the contemporary of Ajitaszna. It is necessary that the
correspondence is recalcnlated and verified : it has to be seen whether
the Plava year is to be taken sixty years later, i, e., 1481, when the
AC travelled from Baigavadi in 8. K. and got completely read (and
also copied) under the patronage of Carukirti Bhattiraka of the
‘$. Belgol Matha.,

ii ) Dr. Nemi Chandra Shastri, the Editor of AC., distinguishes
the author of AC from a number of Ajitasenas. He quotes the
authority of Dr. Jyoti Prasad to assign Kamiraya to ¢. middle of
the 13th century A.D; and this he substantiates by adding that
AC refers to Samantabhadra, Jinasena, Haricandra, Vagbbata and
Arhaddasa. Arbhaddasa is assigned to A. D. 1240-50 ; and
consequently the age of AC is pui c. 1250-60. As T have given dates
of inscriptions for Kamiraya ete., the evidence on the basis of which
Dr. Jyoti Prasad has fixed the period for Kamiraya needs further
scrutiny.

iti } Dr. V. M. Kulkarni, the Editor of 8T, i3 guided by the
dates assigned to Kamirdya ( A. . 1264 ) and others by Pt. K.
Bhujabali Shasiri and Dr. Nemi Chandra Shastri and would place
Vijayavarni in the last quarter of the 13th century A. D, In conclu-
sion, however, he keeps the question of the date an open one, The
sources of Pt. Bhujabali Shastri and Dr. Nemi Chandra Shastri
need verification in the light of the inscriptional dates given by
Dr, K. V. Ramesh. '

(?)
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The Alampkira-Cintamani is divided into five Paricchedas.
Pariccheda I (106 verses and some prose lines) deals with Kavi-siksd
including Kavi samaya ete. Pariccheda 11 (190 verses and some prose
passages) discasses Citralamkaras of 42 types and various Bandhas.
Pariccheda TIT ( 41 verses and some prosc ) covers other { than
Citralamkaras ) three Sabdalamkiras, namely, Vakrokti, Anuprasa
and Yamaka. the last in its elaven varieties. Pariccheda 1V (345 verses
with prose in between) deals with Arthalamkaras. Lastly, Pariccheda
V ( 406 verses and some prose matter ) deals with Rasa, Riti, Vrtti,
Guna, Doga and tyvpes of Niavaka and Nayika. The editor has
summarised the contents in his Hindi Introduction and also given
them in details in the Visayasci,

Ajitasena tells us { I. 5) that he has drawn his illustrations
from earlier Puripis (the term TPrarvapuraga might stand for
the Parva—or Adi-purana of Jinasena, as distinguised from the
Uttara-purina of Gﬁnabhadra, both tegether constituting the
Mahapurana, as it is popularly known ), and many of them are in
praise of Pupya-purusas. There are glorificatory references lo
Tirthkaras ete.;  Jaina technical terms are {reely wusced; Bliaratais
very often praijsed; and the Jaina Karma doctrine is invoked in the
exposition of Anubhava and Samvedana. All this gives a Jain
atmosphere to the worl which exhaustively deals with the usual
topics covered in works on poetics.

Ajitascna refcrs to authors like Samantabhadra (pp. 1, 68, 204,
269 ), Jinasena (p. 68), Vagbhata (p. 300} and works like the Purva-
purina (p. 1), Jinafataka (p.89), Amoghavrtti (p. 102), AstasahasIt (p.
59) of Vidyananda. He has drawn illustrations from ilie Piwvapurana
of Jinasena in plenty, and alse guotes from Gunabhadra, Haricandra,
Vagbhata, Arbaddssa, Irugapa Dandanayaka and others. Now that
a good edition, accompanied by the Index of verses, is made available,
scholars might try to tracc casily the sources of all the verses
quoted by Ajitasena.

All this clearly indicates how Ajitasena had studied vastly the
literature awvailable to him. Dr. Shastri has added, in his Intro-
duction, detailed observations of his comparative study of AC with
the Natyafastra ( of Bharata ), Agnipurana, Kavyalomkara { of
Bhamaha ), Kavyadarsa ( of Dandin ) KavyamTmarhsa ( of Raja-
§ekhara ), Sarasvati-kapthabharana ( of Bloja ), Kavya-~prakaida of
Mammata, Vagbbatilomkira {of WVagbhata), Kivyinudisana
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{ of Hemacandra ) Sabitya-darpana, and also the 3C of Vijayavarni
who was a contemporary of Ajitasena.

Dr. Krishnamoorthy has already noted how Ajitasena has
not cnly given his name but also disclosed that his { Alamkara-)
Cintamani has an alternative title, Bharata—yagas, { J1. 181-82 and
the following prdse passage ). This closely corresponds toa simi'ar
statement found in the Pratapa-Rudra-Yadobliisana { PRY )} of
Vidyanatha ( close of thie 13th and beginning of the 14th century
A.D.). The parallels noted by Dr. Krishnamoorthy between AC
and PRY show that Ajitasena had closely mastered the latter work
also like many others dealing wilh poétics. The glosses are available
and Dr.  Krishnamoorthy has also shown that Ajitasena uses a
Kannada expression in one of the Samasyas (IL.118).

Dr. Nemi Chandra Shastri is a versatile scholar, and his stud-
ies cover many branches of learning. e Lias given us here a critical
edition of AC basced on two Mss. and one printed edition. He has
added Hindi transiation of the text. IIe has further enriched this
edition by bis valuable Introduction which bears testimony to his
vast study of Alamkara literature. He bas made every ecffort to
make this edition scholarly as well as useful for students of Alam-
kara literature. The General Bditor feels very thank{ul to him for
giving this edition for publication in the Martidevi Granthamala,

The General Editor records his sense of gratitude to Smt. Rama
Jain and Shriman Sahu 8hanti Prasadaji for their patronage to this
Granthamila which js publishing many rare works {from Indian
literature in Sanskrit, Prakrit, Apabhrainss, Kannada, Tamil ete.
Thanks are due to Shri L. C.  Jain for all his co-operation and help
in bringing out this work in the present form.

Manasa Gangotri
Mysore-0 A N. Upadhye
25-6 =1973

Post-script :

The zad demise of Dr. Hiralalaji has left me all alonce for the
present; and it is with a heavy heart that T am signing this General
Editorial by myself. During the last twentyfive years and more, we
worked together on a number of literary projects in our humble
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way. We often travelled together from cne cnd of the country to
the other, had Darfana of our Tirtharajas in Bihar and Western
India, and attended conferences and meetings in the interest of our
studies. As General Editers of this Granthamzla, I had in him an
elderly friend and a trusted collcague. If was at my earnest request
that he completed the Ilindi Translation of the Jasaharacariu, al-
ready published in this Series. His Virajinimdacariu is still in the
press, and it would be complcted soen. For some years past, Dr.
Hiralalaji was not keeping good health. He had heart trouble, in
addition to diabetis. Lately he had undergone an operation for
cataract of the second eye. Despite indifferent health and Doctors’
advice to take rest, he iried to extract maximum work from himself
during the last few years. Ie believed that life is worth living
only if one works purposefully. Such a strain he could not stand
for long; and a quiet end came to this heroic scholar on 13th March
1973. Dr. Hiralalaji was a prodigy of learning. His mastery over
Jaina Siddhanta was unique. He was versatile in many a branch
of Indian learning. What he has achicved in the ficld of Apabhraméa
language and literature is of abiding value. The publication of the
Satkhandagama, along with the Dhavala commentary, was indeed a
great achievement which bears testimony to his allround scholar-
ship, self--sacrifice, spirit of dedication and unstinted labour. By his
sad demise, our joint labours inmany literary fields have come to
a stop. I will ever cherish the memory of his spirit of co-operation,
genial temper and readiness to help and to find solutions under
difficult situations. May his Soul rest in Peace !

University of Mysore
Manasa Gaagotri, Mysore-6 A. N, Upadhye
June 23, 1973
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