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PRELUSIVE

We feel great pleasure in placing the book ‘Bharata and
Bharata’ written by late Dr. Prem Sagar Jain in the hands of
the readers. This book which was originally written in Hindi
in fulfilment of the desire of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayi in regard to the origin of the name
of our country known as Bharata, has now been translated in
English by Shri Dhanyakumar Jaini under the Holy advice of
Acarya Vidyananda Muniraja, a celebrated Digambara
national saint.

It will not be out of place to point out that Jaina Vidya
Samsthana (Institute of Jainology) established by Digambara
Jaina Atisaya Ksetra St Mahaviraji is actively engaged in
presenting the multidimensional perspectives of Jaina Culture
to the general public and scholars alike. In consonance with
the spirit of the Atisaya Ksetra, the book, ‘Bharata and Bharata’
is being published for imparting authentic information to the
readers in regard to the origin of the name Bharata.

It is of capital importance to note that the earliest epigraphical
reference to Bharatavarsa is found in the famous Hathigumpha
inscription of Kharavela. Besides, “all the main Puranas like
the Visnu, Agni, Markandeya, Brahmanda, Skanda, Linga
Purana, etc., unanimously record that India came to be styled
as Bharata after Bharata Cakravarti, a supreme ruler and great
victor, the son and successor of the mighty and enlightened
paramount monarch and the first Jaina Tirthankata Adinatha
or Rsabhanatha of the solar dynasty.” The author has thus set




aside all the misgivings about the origin of the term, ‘Bharata’
This proves beyond doubt that it is only with Bharata
Cakravarti, the son of the first Tirthankara, that the origin of
the name Bharata can be linked.

We express our deep sense of gratitude to Acarya Vidyananda
Munirdja who very kindly handed over the floppy of the book
‘Bharata and Bharata’ to Jaina Vidya Sarmsthana,
Sri Mahaviraj1 for publication. Words are inadequate to
express our gratefulness to Acdrya Sti. We are thankful to Dr.
Munish Chandra Joshi (Retd. Director General of the
Archaeological Survey of India) for writing the foreword of
this book.

We feel pride in dedicating this book to His Excellancy,
Shri Bhairo Singh Shekhawat, Vice-President, Repubhc of
India.

We are thankful to Shri Dhanyakumar Jaini for translating this
book in English. Our thanks are due to ‘Shri Ramchandra
Premchand Khinduka Charitable Trust’ for giving financial
assistance towards this publication, and also to Dr. Veer Sagar
Jain for assisting us in preparing the press copy of this book.

We offer our thanks to the learned researchers of the
Sarnsthana (Institute) and to M/s. Jaipur Printers Pvt. Ltd. for
organising the publication of the book.

N. K. Sethi Narendra Patni Dr. Kamal Chand Sogani
President Hon. Secretary Samyojaka .

Managing Committee Jaina Vidya Sarsthana Samiti
Digambara Jaina Atisaya Ksetra Mahavira Nirvana Day

“Sri Mahaviraji’ 4 November, 2002
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AcAryA VIDYANANDA MUNIRAJA
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DEDICATED
To

HIS EXCELLENCY
Shri Bhairo Singh Shekhawat

Vice President, Republic of India

Who is a National Leader with
far-seeing vision, a compassionate
social worker and master of generous
personality. People have faith in

his righteousness and excellence.

This work, having authentic records of
the nomination of Bharatavarsa
is being presented to such a

celebrated personality.




FOREWORD

In the early fifties, when I was a student of Lucknow University, 1
had occasion to attend a lecture on ‘Antiquity and Modernity’ by the
well-know historian, late Prof. R.S. Tripathi in which he cited the famous
verse from Vispupurana, a text datable to circa 3/4™ century A.D.
glorifying India.

R <dn fea faei, g=arg d IRaHA9e |
ST, wafa @ qou: gRaA | |
~(qgeI, 2,/6/24)

Prof. Tripathi, if I correctly remember, told during the course of his
talk that whatever may be the concept of nationhood today, the author
of Visnupurana treated India as a great nation whose glories were
sung even by gods who desired to be born here, in this hallowed land,
known for providing access to heaven (Svarga) and final liberation
(moksa). The Puranic accounts are also clear about the location of the

country, a vast mass of land, called Bharatavarsa consisting of nine
khandas (regions), situated south of Himalaya and north of the seas:

SR I G, fRAmsg <feon] |
¥ ag IR M, R I3 Gk | |
The earliest epigraphical reference to Bharatavarsa is found in the
famous Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela, inscribed by the powerful
monarch of Kalinga (Orissa), to commemorate his conquest. This
indicated that Bharata, irrespective of its later boundaries, was already
known as one single country before first century B.C.

The author of Stirya-Siddhanta, an ancient text on astronomy,
includes even Lanka (Srilanka) situated at equator near India (... Ir=ari

IRA qY ASDIAgHEIYTL..... )

What is surprising is that even well educated Indians hardly know
as to why our country came to be known or called as Bharata and what

[BHARATA AND BHRRATAJ o)




its origin is. Our present Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayi,
was surprised at the ignorance of majority of our people on this issue
and desired, during a function in Delhi, that some one should make a
detailed investigation about the origin of the name Bharatavarsa for
enlightening the general public. Dr. Prem Sagar Jain of Baraut (U.Pp)
took up the challenge and produced the present book ‘Bharata and
Bharata’ after indepth study and considerable research of Brahmanical,
Jaina and other related ancient texts and tradition. This work, which
was originally written in Hindi, clarifies the position and sets aside all
the confusion about the origin of the term Bharata. However, for the
general knowledge of lay reader we have attempted to discuss varied
opinions of historians on the subject, briefly, in the present context.

Late Dr. A.D. Pusalkar, a famous Indologist, held the view that
India was named as Bharata after the Vedic tribe (Jana) of Bharatas
who are stated to have lived in the region of Sarasvati (eastern Punjab
— Harayana extending upto the western bank of Yamuna). The view
cannot be accepted as it is neither supported by the Vedic or Puranic
traditions nor by historical reasoning. Had the term Bharata or
Bharatavarsa originated from Bharatas, the area which was once
occupied by them should have been known traditionally as Bharata-
ksetra, or Bharata-janapada or Bharata-bhimi or simply Bharata in some
phase of our history, like Kuru, Madra, Pafcala or Matsya territories.
As yet we do not know any such reference in which Sarasvati region
(Sarasvata-ksetra) has been styled as Bharata-bhiimi or Ksetra.

Certain scholars following a single reference available in some
versions of the Mahabharata feel that India was named as Bharata,
after Bharata, the son of Sakuntala and Dusyanta, as he was a strong
paramount monarch, who is stated to have ruled for several years.
Daugyanti-Bharata belonged, according to the tradition, to lunar dynasty
and was the nineteenth descendant from the founder of lineage. Traditions
recorded in most of the Brahmanical Puranas do not associate the terms
Bharata as a country with the son of Dusyanta. In fact all the main
Puranas like the Vispu, Agni, Markandeya, Brahmanda, Skanda,
Liriga Purana, etc., unanimously, record that India came to be styled
as Bharata after Bharata Cakravarti, a supreme ruler and a great victor,
the son and successor of the mighty and enlightened paramount monarch
and the first Jaina Tirthakara Adinatha or Rsabhanitha of the solar

LBWATA AND BHARATA]




dynasty. Keeping in view the Puranic chronologies, Bharata, who was
sixth in line from Svayambhuva Manu, the founder of the house (Stirya-
vamsa) seems to belong to an earlier age than Bharata-Dausyanti.
According to ancient Indian traditions, the family of Bharata (son of
Rsabha) was a dynasty which produced Kulakaras, Prajapatis and
upholders of Rta (Order) at a time when the natural way as life of the
primitive man depending on forest produce. Resources had already
deteriorated and were disturbed. These rulers, particularly Rsabha, is
stated to have established a new system and improved the lot of his
people. It is on this account the Indian tradition preserve their memory
as a sacred lore. Jina Rsabha has been called in the Brahmanical texts
as an incarnation of god Visnu, and Bharata, a Cakravarti and a
Mahayogi, who carried on his body the marks of Visnu's attributes.
Thus, the Puranic accounts clearly justify as to why Ajanabhavarsa
(i.e. older name of India after Bharata's grandfather) was renamed as
Bharata.

Iam very happy to record that Dr. Jain has placed all the references,
earlier and later, modern and ancient together in this work and proved
beyond doubt that it was only with Bharata Cakravarti, the son of the
first Tirthankara, that the origin of the name Bharata could be linked. I
congratulate Dr. Prem Sagar Jain for such a venture. I am sure that the
book Bharata and Bharata will be useful for both the specialists in the
field of history and culture and the general public.

New Delhi
3 September 2002 M.C. Joshi
Retd. Director General of
The Archaeological Department of India

[B’ﬁARATAANﬁ BHKRAT@ (iii)




Our gratefulness
to
Shri Ramchandra Premchand Khinduka
Charitable Trust, Jaipur
for
giving financial assistance
towards the publication of
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Chapter-I
NABHIKHANDA : AJANABHAVARSA

MSRJ SHTo &3 q%: Wﬂﬁzzﬁ: |

I TR ReT Tt ||
— (rafosraarard, gifeyerr, 25/75)
In the most ancient age, King Nabhi was ruling this Aryabhiimi. He
was the last of the 14 Kulakaras.' Inspite of his being the last Kulakara,
he was blessed with long life, elevated body, unique form and beauty,
immense power and valour. Owing to these abundant qualities he was
the foremost of all.* In ‘Sri-mad-bhagavata’ he is accepted to be the
great grandson of Adimanu ‘Svayambhuva’, the grandson of Priyavrata,
and the eldest of the nine sons of Agmdhra King Nabhi was called
‘Kulakara’ or ‘Manu’ on account of his tremendous knowledge,
generosity and supreme glory and grandeur. It was he who, for the first
time, gave the thorough knowledge of separatmg the umbilical cord of
new-born babies by surgical operation. Probably, that must have been
the secret of his name ‘Nabhi’. One cannot say how many ages have

passed since he is gone.

1. ORISR, SRR, R, SR, HER, TR, fanerdTed, 9, R,
arfree, =em, woRd, TSI 3R IR | — (FBelewrR, 792-93)

2. alad-gegeaal ARSI |
afiaTgec Iy -Y-AI=ad-fa: | | —(F81gRToT, 12/9, Y. 249)

3. frggar Am gar 79 AeERd 3 |
TR A FTRIRS: I | | —(HITaayNr, 11/2/15)

4. IR BT BT g ATeTOT VMAVTEHESTE |
qapeoaes BEG A O UgREnt | |1 —(fAeavorf, 4/49, 6)
ATys AR TSTTAATRITR RN | — (H8TY¥TTT, 3/237)
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His age was one of a transitional period. When he ascended the
royal throne, it was Bhogabhlimi where Kalpavrksas bore fruit.
Criminality was unknown. All enjoyed mutual goodwill. Everyone got
what he desired, from Kalpavrksas. So the question of viciousness did
not arise at all. But during his life-time itself ‘Bhogabhtimi’ came to an
end. Kalpavrksas were totally extinct, leading to the beginning of
Karmabhtimi. There were new problems which needed new solutions.
Nabhiraya solved them courageously. He, himself, became the saviour.
He was called ‘Ksatriya’. The expression ‘Ksatriyastranasahah’
acquired a meaning in him. In course of time, the word ‘Ksatriya’ became
a conventional word in the sense of ‘Nabhi’. The author of Amarakos$a
has written ‘Ksatriye Nabhih? Acarya Hemacandra also has written
‘Nabhisca Ksatriye’ in ‘Abhidhana Cintémar}i’.(’ He with his prowess
gave birth to ‘Satayuga’ (the golden age of perfection). The subjects
became happy and they got all the facilities which they had while in
Bhogabhimi. King Nabhiraya himself became Kalpavrksas. Acarya
Jinasena has written in ‘Mahapurana’ — "Like the moon, he was the
supporter of many arts, like the sun he was brilliant, like Indra he was
glorious, and like Kalpavrksas he was the giver of desired fruit."” He
was a pioneer of an age. Today, even the thick layers of time could not
erase his name out of existence. He remained engraved on the Chest of
Time as if with the heated spoke, and kept glimmering like the dust of
mica, particles—Ilike the sun in directions and like the polar star in the
sky. Nobody could efface him. He is alive not only among the Vaidikas
but in the Muslims as well. ‘Nabi’ is an Arabic word, which means ‘the
messenger of God’, ‘Paigambara’ and ‘Rastila’.’ This is nothing but
Arabic transformation of the Sanskrita word ‘Nabhi’ and the Prakrta
word ‘Nabhi’. His name not only survived but also became more radiant
in the form of the ‘The Messenger of God’.

5. STFRPI, 3/5/20 |
e FEmfT, 1/36 |
ST W HATIR: TR HITAT S |
Y Wsh ST Here: HeaRiged | | —(F8IgRIv, 12/11)
8. 'S @i, IvrEw gl g1 wuifed, B vereax srafay, 993,
Trgel AWPROT, AR 1953, US 224 |
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After his name itself Aryakhanda was also named as ‘Nabhi-
khanda’ or ‘Ajanabhavarsa’. Nabhi was also called ‘Ajanabha In
‘Skandapurana’ we find the line RTfe-SieRR s oy, While
analysing this line Dr. Avadhbihari Lal Avasthi wrote in his famous book
TG | BT HITfefd W&y’ "Jambidvipa was the most famous territory
in the earth having seven islands. The first Prajapati Svayambhuva’s
son Priyavrata was the father of ten princes. Three of them had become
ascetics and the remaining seven acquired supremacy in seven
mahadvipas. The eldest son Agnidhra became the king of Jambtdvipa.
Later his nine sons became the kings of Jambtidvipa. Out of the nine
vast tracts of land of JambUdvipa, the territory lying between the
Himalayas and the sea was called ‘Nabhikhanda’ after ‘Nabhi’, the
son of Agmdhra ' Nabhi was also called Ajanabha. That is why
‘Nabhikhanda’ was also called ‘Ajanabhavarsa’. Vasudevasaran
Agrawal writes in one of the footnotes of the book ‘Markandeya Purana’:
"Svayambhuva Manu’s son was Priyavrata, Priyavrata’s son was Nabhi,
Nabhi’s son was Rsabha and Rsabha had hundred sons, the eldest among
whom was Bharata. This Nabhi was also called Ajanabha, who was
very glorious and after whose name this country was called
AJanabhavarsa "In Sri-mad- -bhagavata also, it is written : "3T9
ATy YRAHTT I 3TRY SafeeIf, " which means that in course of
time Ajanabhavarsa itself came to be known as ‘Bharatavarsa’. Acarya
Jinasena has mentioned in Adipurana that " At the time of Kalasandhi in
this Jambudvipa itself, Aryakhanda which was to the north of
Vijayardhaparvata was ruled by Nabhiraja after whose name this
continent was called ‘Nabhikhanda’". r

Many Acaryas called King Nabhiraja as ‘Udayadri’ and Queen
Marudevi as ‘Pracidi$a’, because to them was born Tirthankara

9. WP=YNIYI, 1/2/37 /55|
10. UM YRT &1 GNfTd TNy, S 3y R orawef), dare

ThTH, TGS, 7 1964, US 123, URRME 2 |

11. ATHSIYRIT: WRG(AH eI, . IRGAdeROT AT, Urgfewor
AYT-1, Y3 138 |

12, SITHEHNTEd, 5/7 /3 |

13, HETYRIO, 62/8 |
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Rsabhadeva who was as bright as the sun. Acarya Jinasena has written
in Adipurana—
) AIRRIS: O W@ SEdNaHgied: |
14
I yrAra oAl gORE: URGE! |17

It means that, "O Nabhiraja ! It is true that you are Udayacala and
Marudevi is the East, and this supreme flame in the form of a son is
born out of you only." At some other place Jinasena has written that,
"Nabhiraya is the most righteous man and Marudev1 is the most righteous
woman in this universe, because an absolute son like Rsabha will be
born to them only.""” Rsabhadeva was matchless and a mother like
Marudevi alone could give birth to him. Only the East can bear the sun,
none else. Acarya Manatuiga in his ‘Bhaktamara Stotra’ has carved
this picture in a poetic manner—

S sy g Seata A |
e gd @gud S Ui |
gal femy <ufy o wEeRRE |
yrte Ry wpREgeed 117

In this couplet, the devotee-poet has scattered his flower-like
veneration at the feet of Mother Marudevi. The parents who give birth
to Tirthankaras are not less reverent. The world bows with reverence
at the feet of those married couples whose sons bestow mundane as
well as ultra-mundane happiness with their manliness and valour.
Rsabhadeva was born at the period of conjunction of two periods— the
end of Bhogabhtimi and the beginning of Karmabhimi. King Nabhiraya
who was the last in Bhogabhtimi period or, in the viewpoint of
Jayashankar Prasad, Devasrsti (God’s creation) solved the problems
more or less, but new problems continued to arise. When he found that
Rsabhadeva was quite capable of solving them all, he began to refer his

14, JAITCYRIOT, 14 /81 |
15. 9 g Yoadicelia dd goged i |
JIRAI ST gt AT || —(F8TgRI, 12/67)

16. TGS, 2247 el |
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subjects to Rsabhadeva for solutions."”

With the extinction of Kalpavrksas livelihood posed insurmountable
problems. Nobody knew how to produce food. For the first time,
Rsabhadeva taught them the use of sugarcane and how to extract juice
from it. Sugarcane was Svayamprasita (self-born). Its use was easy.
Perhaps, owing to this only, he was called ‘Iksvaku’. It is written in
Mahapurana—

“HPTred Afeeon IHEITIT o7 |
SEAIRREE e SRR |7

‘Avasyakactirni’ says— ‘37 ¥aRg0T’ | Thus ‘SaRG’ and ‘375 come
together and the Prakrta word ‘SO and the Sanskrta word "g&Te’
is formed. We find Fa! d¥cgasl g o 49 gy e
written in Avasyaka Niryukti. Besides this, Rsabhadeva provided
technology of farming or cultivation,” which solved the main problem
of Aryans. Aryans began to be called Krsi-jivi (professional farmers).
It made them rich and prosperous. The main means of cultivation was
‘Vrsabha’ (a bull). Its status was highly emphasised so much so that
Rsabhadeva considered his name ‘Vrsabhadeva’ as a matter of honour.
In course of time the word ‘Vrsabha’ became synonymous with
‘Sre§§ha’ (Superior). Well, even if according to Kalpastitra, the original
basis of the name ‘Rsabhadeva’ of the Lord is Marudevi’s dreaming
and the sign of Vrsabha marked amidst the hair in his thighs,” I would

17, TEBIVTAIGIT UM STl |
APRISTYURIG: YT ST =T | |
AIPARTSTSIT WG SRR |
GSIT: GOTerqei=! Sfadaraforssar | | —(F8TgeTe], 16/133-34, G 358)
18. HBIYRIVT, 16 /264 |
19, 3MTEIHY, 4. 152 |
20, HATITYDRTYfT, TTAT 186 |
21, ‘ToITaferd: v RASnfag: |
T FETRY B UL | | —(Fgears, Tenld 2)
22, QR gYN QR YR MOISSET R STTacaHOTaeldrg
JUHTHRYY SATBIG AWRTDROT FTH' 3y A9 T |
—(BTF, T BAGHABIDT 7, G 142)
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like to credit this to his Krsi-daréana (science of agriculture). Cultivation

alone provided a means that accomplished ‘Karmabhimi’. Rsabhadeva

might have looked through the reality and realised its importance with
his prudence and sagacity. In those days the only vehicle of farming

was a bull (Vrsabha), respectable and gave it respectability, he named

himself ‘Vrsabhadeva’. Today, archeologists can identify the idols of
Rsabhadeva with the sign Vrsabha. And, till date, the prosperity of the

country is traceable in cultivation only.

Bhagavajjinasenacarya has remembered Lord Rsabhadeva using
the word 'J%: JoIUIad: | It means that he was called ‘Puru’ on account
of his having more virtues. Actually, the name ‘Puru’ of Rsabhadeva
had meaning, as the virtues namely ITei9" and "RT" were combined in
him.

He was the first pioneer of Ksatradharma (Martialling duty).23
Protection of subjects is Ksatradharma. Both the two qualitites, namely,
protection from evil and providing subsistence through the device of
livelihood’ were present in Prajapati Rsabhddeva * This was the
significance behind his name ‘Purudeva’. He showed his subjects the
way to prosperity by preaching the six types of device for livelihood,

namely, 3Ry, #RY, B, R, aifore, Rred * He taughth1s two daughters

— Brahmi and Sundari Aksaravidya and Ankav1dya ® Even today,
Brahmi script is considered to be most ancient one in the world. The
similarity found in almost all the scripts in Bharata (India) and the Asian

23, ‘I JeRAT T AISY eTFgEd: || —(HEIYNTY, 42/6)
TS oMl EnfeeaTe Yge: uTETeTy AW ek |
— (FBTaIeT, wTTfigd, 12/64/20)
24, ‘o qifaeias e qdor || — (FeIUSYNIT, 2/14)
25. (@) F{IE BHYCH ° LT YFIT J<dT |
FHHARY TR TRTIRTGEARAT | || —(37TfRGRTTT, 16 /249)
@) Ry HRfFer e Reas =1
HAIAI et & ysisliaagdd: || —@mg. 16/179)
26. ‘ovf ferdifagTor froror g arfEoTeeo |
Tord At GE g Sages | |
— (GBI TR B9, 9T 2, G GBRUT Y. 1126)
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o v s o = - 27
continent have their roots in Brahmi script.

Bharata was the eldest of all the hundred sons of Rsabhadeva. He
was also modest, generous and possessed the qualities of a Ksatriya.
According to Sri-mad-bhagavata, he was Parama Bhagavata (a devotee
of God). Prajapati Rsabhadeva entrusted him with the responsibility of
upbringing and nourishing the earth. Firm in the discipline of his father,
he married ‘Paficajani’ an unparallelled beautiful woman.” Bharata
was the first Cakravarti. He conquered the earth having six khandas

and became TSI T UHRIC WHC . He always cared for
his subjects. He did everything with a feeling of affection as his father
and grandfather did. He was great, virile, conversant with the nature of
religion, veridicious, firm in his vows, a scholar in military science and
scriptures, capable in restraint and well-wisher of all living beings in the
world. He remained detached from worldly pleasures even amidst
magnificence and wealth. And, the moment he was initiated into
Digambara munihood,” he attained Kevala-jfiana. He established such
an ideal of Raga (attachment) and Viraga (detachment), Bhoga
(enjoyment) and Yoga (moral power derived through continuous
meditation, concentration and contemplation), Sarnhsara (circuit of
worldly existance) and Moksa (salvation) that no one else could do it
again in this world. He was unique. This country derives its present
name ‘Bharatavarsa’ in place of ‘Ajanabhavarsa earlier, after Bharata’s
name.’

‘Satasrnga’ the son of Bharata had eight sons and a daughter called
‘Kumarika’. According to ‘Varahapurana’, after the names of these
nine progenies, Bharata had nine divisions, which are also called
‘Navadvipa’. The ninth island itself was ‘Kumaridvipa of
‘Kumarikakhanda’, which was also called Bharata according to the

27. 3RV, TS e F1 sfEr Rig Mt dregchied, 4.6 |

28, RO AETARTAA! T&T HTGATA el -URUTAAT A ee <o e 2RI0R:
e fAsamugfeaRguH |
According to Jaina-$astras the name of Bharata's principal queen was
‘Subhadra’. —(Bhagavata, 5/7/1)

29, ‘vedeIRufaTHsm aResg aRIERM |

qorad FdRTIE et Ry Rer: | |1 — (&7 gorE, WINvTged, 136)
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book ‘U WRa T Wrifers T ™ It thus appears that ‘Bharatavarsa’
was a greater Bharata and Kumaridvipa or the present Bharata was
only a territory of it. Scholars have been reflecting on the question of
the number of countries included in this territory. The inescapable truth,
however is that ‘Bharatavarsa’ from ‘Ajanabhavarsa’ and ‘Bharata’
from ‘Bharatavarsa’ as the names of this country, are all based on the
names of glorious descendants of King Nabhiraya.

30. ‘YR BT WIMferd ey, €. 3ay eI amvell, bl Yhie,
TS, 1964, URRIE 2, TS 123-124 |
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Chapter-II
BHARATA AND BHARATA

When this country became independent in 1947, two names for it
were famous among its people : ‘India’ and ‘Hindustana’. When the
Greeks invaded Bharata in 376 B.C., because of their specific accent,
they called the river in Punjab ‘Indus’, instead of its original name
‘Sindhu’. Sindhu was also called Hindt and those living on the bank
were Hinds; their country Hindustana. On this very basis, the country’s
name came to be known as India and this name was adopted during the
British rule. The name ‘Hindustana’ also prevailed everywhere and is
prevailent even today.

Muslim invaders who came later also referred to this country as
Hindustana. During their rule, this very name earned respect so much
so that the followers of Vedic and Pauranic religions began to call
themselves ‘Hind@s’. The words ‘HindG’ and ‘Hindustana’ were
assimilated in the soil of this country. But the framers of the constitution
in its meeting held on 18th September, 1949 did not accept either of
these two names, as they were given by foreigners and were associated
with the history of slavery of the country. Its ancient name ‘Bharata’,
therefore, came to be adopted.

Bharata is from Bharata, and Varsa means the land. ‘Bharatavarsa’
thus means the land of Bharata. Which Bharata? This, indeed, is a
difficult question to be answered. Scholars are still struggling to find out
which one he was. There were three famous Bharatas. One of them
was Rsabhadeva’s son Bharata, the second one was Dusyanta’s son
Bharata, and the third one was Rama’s brother Bharata. Rama’s brother
Bharata never ascended the royal throne, so the question of naming this
country after him does not arise at all. Some scholars have associated
the name of Bharata with the son of Dusyanta. It was but natural. The
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world-wide fame of Kalidasa’s ‘Sakuntalarh’ established Bharata,
Dusyanta’s son, in people’s mind. People took it for granted as the key
person of the name ‘Bharata’ of this country. Even Dr. Vasudevasarana
Agrawal, the authority and scholar of the history of literature, has
identified the same Bharata in his book, WTRd @1 Aiferds Tapar.” Sayana
in his commentary on ‘Rgvedasarhhita’ had committed this mistake long
before him. He had identified ‘Bharata, the son of Dug,yanta’.32 And
Dr. Vasudevasarana Agrawal took it from him. But the ancient literatures
do not stand witness to it. According to them, Bharata, the eldest son of
Rsabhadeva, was the basis for the name ‘Bharata’.

‘Agnipurana’ is an ancient work. It is called ‘an encyclopaedia of
Indian studies’. It covers various topics in the 383 chapters it contains.
We find therein topics like religion, astrology, politics, ayurveda, figures
of speech, metre, grammar, yoga, vedanta and others. No topic is left

out. The statement in this connection, namely, ‘313 f& qRTOISRA af
JeT gaiREr |
Meaning— ‘In this Agnipurana all the (above mentioned) sciences

are explained’, is a complete truth. This work contains a few lines in
connection with Bharata and Bharata—

SRGHE ARG gt gaied |
e Head et feRr g i | |
FAI AoQAT d FYAIG WRAISHA |
®= T g3 eI BRI |
RATE, 9RA 99 9RA Gafawavd | |
— (&fgNTYT, 107/ 10-11)

Meaning— In that Himavat Pradesa (formerly, Bharatavarsa was
known as Himavat Pradesa), there was no fear of old age and death,
there was no righteousness or unrighteousness. There was moderate

31. 9YRd &I AfeTd Tahdr, 4 22-24 |

32. <f¥Y, AT 6/16/4 BT UG WS
B 3T | & RAT SRR oM arfriatel gfdctrom=T deagf:
Fiaft: wg faar-gemrfe-uRer-Rfusir 3+ guqie <3
R | — (77 AR, 47T 3)
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equanimity in all. There Rsabha was born to Marudevi from Nabhir3ja.
Bharata was born of Rsabha. Rsabha renounced the kingdom in favour
of Bharata and became an ascetic. ‘Bharatavarsa, the name of this
country, was named after Bharata. The name of Bharata’s son was
‘Sumati’.

References about Bharata are also available in ‘Markandeya
Purana.” The sage Markandeya composed it. In his ‘Vedantasiitra-
bhasya’, Sarikaracarya has given quotations of two couplets from this
Purana. It is thus clear that this work belongs to the period prior to the
8th century. Even the Western scholars consider it to be quite ancient.
Mr. Pargiter had translated it into English. Its earlier chapters are available
translated into German also. This Purana became very popular. A part
of it is known as ‘Durgasaptasati’. It contains 138 chapters and 9000
couplets. It mentions that—

HAREREIFE] RIS gar f&3or |
RYIG WAl O dR: GG av: | |
itz g3 AgmrarsIHiRer: |
qUEdd  HEMET  YolsIs| 9 ||
feargd <férol s wRama far <<t
TEIR] MRd 99 a8 AT AR | |
— (TP SIGRTYT, 50/39-42)
Meaning— Rsabha was born of Nabhi, the son of Agnighra. Of
him was born Bharata who was the eldest among his 100 brothers.
Rsabha installed Bharata on the royal throne and became an ascetic.
He performed penance in the hermitage called ‘Pulaha’. Rsabha had
given Bharata the southern region called ‘Himavat’ to rule. Thus it is

after the name of this saintly person Bharata, that the country came to
be called ‘Bharatvarsa’.

Brahmanda Purana is an important work from the viewpoint of
geography. It contains interesting description of islands like Jambudvipa,
rivers, mountains, stars etc. As Vayudeva had preached this Purana to
Vyasa, it is also called ‘Vayaviya subrahmanda Purana’. In the Sth
century A.D., brahmins had taken this purana to Java Dvipa where its
translation in ancient language of Java is available. This proves its
antiquity. In its third chapter, the description of famous Ksatriya lineage
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of Bharatavarsa is given. At one place in the Purana, it says with respect
to Bharata and Bharata—

“TfaSaId g3 Avedll  Hergfaq |
wud  uiffadss wdamwr gder || 601 |
FYATE WAl oI diR: GRS |
Arstafieady: g5 Asvasaar Rera:11 6111
feurgd <féor af Ram =EA<Iq|
aR] ARd 9 a&r A fagdam i) 6211

—(FEITUSYRTT, Gk 2/14)
Meaning— Nabhi gave birth to a brilliant son called ‘Rsabha’
through Marudevi. Rsabhadeva was ‘a Great King’ and ‘the ancestor
of all Ksatriyas.” Bharata was the eldest and the bravest among his
hundred sons. Rsabha installed him to the royal throne and became an
ascetic. He bestowed upon Bharata the southern territory called
‘Himavat’ to rule, and that territory came to be known as Bharatavarsa
in course of time.

An exactly similar mention is found in the first half (30/50-53) of
Vayupurana. In Naradapurana also, Bharata is said to be the son of
Rsabhadeva, after whose name this country is called ‘Bharatavarsa.’
Here Naradapurdana means ‘Brhadnaradiya Purana’. Though Dr.
Wilson considers it to belong to the 16th century, Vallalasena (12th
Century) has cited the couplets of this Purana in his work ‘Danasagara.’
Alberuni (11th century) has also mentioned it in his ‘travel records’. So
it is more ancient than these two. This Purana is the main work on
Visnu-bhakti (Visnu-worship). The following is a citation from this
Purana (Scripture) :—

IR g1 gfsee: wRal A Ul |

Y T TS TRG @egd |1 511

| ol YTaRTSaRg, FAqiariE shard |

g gl fUgas s ot 611
—(ARTYRIYT, GIES, 37EqTY 48)

Meaning— In the ancient days there was a king named Bharata.

- He was the son of Rsabhadeva, and after his name only, this country is
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called ‘Bharatavarsa’. Having attained the kingdom, that King Bharata,
like his father and grandfather, nourished and nurtured his subjects
righteously.

‘Lingapurana’ is an important work from the point of profound
reflection on Sivatattva. It contains 163 chapters and 11000 couplets. It
describes 38 incarnations of Lord Sankara. Saivavratas and Sivatirthas
are also elaborately discussed in it. With respect to Bharata and Bharata,
the following couplets are written in this Purana.

TAESaq Y3 doedl HEMERT: |
=94 uiRfasss  gdes-gyfoad ||
FEATE WAl o 4R IS |
AsPfixzarer w=odl wRd gFEad: |
EIRENESLIE R RNrafea- g |
aTATHT AT qqqlcﬂlﬂ‘-’”?ﬂ"\’q\ I
T FRERISAR @ 2 €|
fFReggades:  daag W geH ||
faedfeer o WA gl
qER] WRd 9¥ aw qFn fagdam
—(ferrgeror, 47/19-23)
Meaning— A son named Rsabha was born to noble Nabhi from
his wife Marudevi. That Rsabha was the supreme among the kings and
was worshipped by all ksatriyas. Bharata who was the eldest of all his
hundred brothers was born to Rsabha. An affectionate father,
Rsabhadeva installed Bharata on the royal throne, and he, himself,
renounced his life. He resorted to penance, having had the great
knowledge of renunciation, having conquered the great serpent-like evil
of the senses, established the knowledge that his own soul is the Supreme
soul. He was nude as per his vows — not to own anything, even a single
piece of cloth. His hair was removed by himself. He went without food
into penance. He had renounced all desires. He had attained the supreme
serenity having abandoned doubts. He gave the southern part of Himavan

to Bharata. It is after the name of Bharata, that scholars call the country
Bharatavarsa.
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Skaﬁdapurér_la is a large-sized volume. There are 81,000 couplets
in its six texts. At one place of this Purana, the temple of Jagannatha is
also described. Admitting this as the basis, some western scholars take
it for granted that it was composed around the 13th century. But an
ancient manuscript of this Purdna (1008 A.D.) is found in Kolakata. A
more ancient copy of this Purana written in the 7th century exists in the
State Library of Nepal. Dr. Haraprasad Shastri has mentioned this in its
catalogue. Mention of the name of Bharatavarsa has been made in this
book—

T A HWE: WG ARdAISHad |
o A foag af aRd Afa A -
— (TR, ARGV HIANTS, 37 57)

Meaning— Nabhi’s son was Rsabha and to him was born Bharata.
After him is this country called ‘Bharata’.

Srimadbhagavata is an unending source of devotion. Sri
Vallabhacaryaji calls Bhagavata as the Samadhibhasa speech based on
(knowledge attained during deep meditation) of Maharsi Vyasadeva. It
means Vyasaji had described the principles of Bhagavata, having
experienced them in intense meditation. Srimadbhigavata had an
extensive impact. The fundamental basis of devotion—spiritual endeavour
of Ramanujacarya, Vallabhacarya, Madhvacarya, Nimbarkacarya,
Caitanya Mahaprabhu etc. was Bhagavata only. The statement T

SR T ed AepRIATdss ¥ (to get into deep meditation after
giving up knowledge, prayers, devotion, as well as doing any activity)
amply proves valid in case of Bhagavata. The complete geneology of
Bharata is given in this majestic work and the fundamental basis of the
naming of this country is also narrated in it—

ANt wq FErErf AR S Ao I |
IS Ty CIRGITIG] afeef=a i
— (frgarTad, 514 /9)

Meaning— Mahayogi (great saint) Bharata, the repository of
superior qualities, was the eldest among his 100 brothers. After his name
itself, this country is called ‘Bharatavarsa’. In this very context, it will
not be out of place to quote the statement of—‘Sartha Ekanathi
Bhagavata’—
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T o Rewmar g1 Sl i w)a | sarenr e
ﬁﬁfﬁﬁalmﬁamﬁﬁllﬂ‘rmmml
U wRaay word IRl | W HAGN HRAT Ghourd) |
Saiferm ARl wRard | | — (et epreft WrTae, 2/44 /45)

Meaning— Bharata, Rsabhadeva’s son, was one whose fame had
surprisingly spread all over the world. Bharata is revered by all. Bharata’s
name is remembered at the time of beginning a work.

Thus after the name of Bharata, this country was called ‘Bharatavarsa’.

Stirdasa was a famous Hindi poet. He had composed ‘Stirasagara’.
All scholars have accepted ‘Srimadbhégavata’s impact on it.
‘Rsabhavatara’ is described in its 5th Skandha, (chapter) which mentions
about ‘Bharata and Bharatakhanda’ :

g R 98 w9 W, W W T T oW M|
Res.vrer wxem g url, S 9l we o § s |
Rwiqa &9 &7 &1 M, Taga -d-wve.qu W
WA Al RGP G, w Gl & o 3% =4 [
—(¥¥TR, 9o ¥<pE, 4. 150 /51)
Meaning— When Rsabha grew up, Nabhi went to the jungle (to
meditate). Rsabha looked after his people and kingdom and became
well-known in the world. When Rsabha went into jungle for penance,

his 9 sons became the kings of nine kingdoms. Bharata because the
king of Bharata kingdom and ruled with religion and justice.

Important accreditions related to ‘Sankara’ have been established
in ‘Sivapurﬁr_la’, e.g., was he Arya or Anarya? Through the plots of
wives of sages the 10th Samhita (chapter treatise) throw enough light
on this. This Purana contains 24,000 couplets and Saiva philosophy is
very well explained in it. In between, at intervals, stories related to Siva
and Parvati are cited. There is a spot related to Bharata in this book—

T gFE geEl quHr ARalsHad |
T A fag 9f wRa Afa S
—(Rrergwror, 37 /57)

Meaning— Nabhi had a son called ‘Vrsabha’ and Vrsabha had a
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son called Bharata. After his name, this varsa (country) is called
‘Bharatavarsa’.

Mahapurana also has a number of citations related to ‘Vrsabha’
and ‘Bharata’. Mahapurana is a well-known work written by
Bhagavajjinasenacarya. It was composed in the 9th century A.D. Now
this book is already published by Bharatiya Jiianapitha alongwith the
Hindi-translation. At one place in it, it is written—

“qarshifer aasd wRd AT |
AT WA I qoer gt | ™ (7eTgerT 17/76)
After this, Lord Vrsabhanatha annointed his eldest son and installed
him on the Royal throne and declared, "May the territory ruled by Bharata
be Bharatavarsa."

At another place in this very Mahapurana, significance of both the
names, Bharata and Bharata, is narrated :\—

ewRa: gAfERT 9war darl
TEad XA A HERRAIea | |
T MG AT oeTeue |
fRuERageed a5 asbyaiie ||
—(A8TgRTT, 15/ 158-159)
Meaning— The Kinsmen who loved the future king of entire
Bharataksetra with deep affection, addressed him as ‘Bharata’. This

territory of the Cakravartis (conquerors of the world) which spread from
the Himalayas to the south-seas, became well-known as Bharatvarsa.

Matsyapurana is an elaborate work. It has 291 chapters containing
15,000 couplets. In the beginning of this work, Manu and Manvantara
are discussed indetail. The list of contents of the entire puranas is given
in the 53rd chapter. That is why this Purana is specifically important. In
addition to this, the speciality of this work is assessed because of the
description of clans of rsis, (sages) theoretical discussion of royal duty
and iconography. This is such a Purana which agrees that ‘Bharata
came to be because of Bharata’, but does not accept Bharata as the
son of Rsabhadeva. According to it, ‘Manu’, the primitive procreator of
human beings, himself was called Bharata because of nourishing and
protection of subjects :—
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UM YoFPdd apika S@ad |
frefdd.aaeds af ag wRd FaH ||

—(AIYGRTT, 114 /5-6)

While considering this statement, Dr. Baladeva Upadhyaya has
written in his book ‘Purana Vimarsa’: ‘It seems that this is a charge of
etymology of some secondary age against the ancient etymology.
According to the ancient etymology, Svayambhuva Manu’s son was
Priyavrata, whose son was Nabhi. Nabhi’s son was Vrsabha, whose
eldest son of all the hundred sons Bharata got his father’s royal throne.
From this very Bharata, the name of the country changed from
‘Ajanabha’ to ‘Bharatavarsa’. Those who consider the name to be after
Dusyanta’s son Bharata, are invalid and against tradition."™ This proves
that the present etymology of Matsyapurana is not the genuine etymology.
According to the ancient etymology, Rsabhadeva’s son Bharata himself
was called Bharata because of the good reign over his subjects. The
statement of ‘Mahdpurana’ as seen earlier also authenticates the same.

In this context, a quotation from ‘Srimadbhagavata’ is very important.
It says that Lord Rsabhadeva has said, "Sons ! you are all my dear
sons. After I have gone, you all brothers shall honour your eldest brother
Bharata heartily and serve him with simple-heartedness. This eldest
son of mine will be famous by the name ‘Bharata’ because of his service
in the form of nourishing and nurturing of the subjects." The couplet
narrating this meaning is as follows
‘TG Ha~dl gad=l oIrdr: |
ad  wEREy AR ||
JfdeTscggr WRd HoiEd |
YHUT THRYT US| 1° —(¥r7ad, 5 /5 /20)
Meaning— Dr. Vasudevasarana Agrawal, the well-known scholar,
had stated that this country came to be known as Bharata after Bharata,
the son of Dusyanta. Rectifying this earlier error of his, he wrote in
AT ST YRIT: Fikdhicie Aedd=, "I had committed a mistake by stating
in my book HIRA @1 HIfelds Tehell (8 22—24) that this country came

33, AR gerdd U, ‘RI0T fawel, A uResE, yerere— dRgE
faemTed, aToReT 1995 F. |
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to be known as Bharata after Bharata, the son of Dusyanta, but some
of my friends drew my attention towards this and now I must rectify
v 1134 . s . : ; g . . u

it."” He justified his revised view in the introduction to “Si¥ HTf@cd BT

38", Therein he wrote, "Priyavrata was the son of Svayambhuva
Manu, Nabhi was the son of Priyavrata, Rsabha was the son of Nabhi.
Rsabhadeva had hundred sons, among whom Bharata was the eldest.
This very Nabhi was also called Ajanabha, who possessed overwhelming
glory and after whose name this country began to be called as
‘Ajanabhavarsa’.

This very ‘Ajanabhakhanda’ was later called ‘Bharatakhanda’.
Nabhi’s grandson Bharata was a more glorious cakravarti (conquorer
of the world) than his grandfather. This most precious historic statement
is somehow well preserved in the Pura'lr.las.”35

"Purudeva Campu" is an elegant poetry of Jaina literature. It is
popular among the Jaina readers.The biography of Purudeva
(Rsabhadeva) is presented in it in literary mould. In the context of
Purudeva itself, Bharata and Bharata are also mentioned in it.

T RGN e RSeS|
feavagerea &5 awyaie |
—(qeeTaY, 6 /32)
Meaning— That this country is known as Bharatavarsa after his
Bharata’s name is now history. The territory ranging between the

Himavana Kulacala (snow clad mountains) and Lavana Samudra (salty
sea) is called the territory of Cakravartins.’

“Vasudevahindi’ is a famous Jaina work in Prakrta. Dharmasenagani,
the author of this work, was a great thinker. In it, he has written
“Vasudevacarita’ (the life of Vasudeva). It was to some degree,
Srutanibaddha, (based on scriptures) and, to some degree, traditional.
Sanghadasa Vacaka, in the first part of ‘Vasudevahindi’ has stated that
Sudharmasvami was informed by Jambu about the Prathamanuyoga
(one end of the Jaina Scriptures) in which the stories of Tirthankaras,
Cakravartis (world conquorors), facility of the Yadavas are (lineage)

34. HIHSAYGRIV : HRGI D AT, . 138, UTEfewo— . 1 |
35. tﬁqw%‘ams%m? i, A, . 8|
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stated. The biography of EI’\j’éH is also given. At one place in it, it is
mentioned that after the name of Bharata, the son of Lord Rsabha,
Bharatavarsa became famous—

SITTUATHET 3R | O o199 | g9 USIOT REl qIgael 4

SUIRN qOaa® qRET 9 Q19,9 gEgdl| acl WRE)

REAMESHI, ¥ e $8 WRaaN fo ugeEfa |
—~(agealevs], ., g 186)

Meaning— Rsabhadeva, father of the universe, became the first
King. The Indras of both suras and asuras worshipped his feet which
were formed like the lotus. He (Rsabha) had a hundred sons. Two of
them Bhrata and Bahubali were famous. Rsabhadeva bestowed the
Kingdom upon the eldest of the hundred sons (Bharat) and became an
ascetic. Bharata became the Cudamani (a jewel in the crown) of
Bharatavarsa. After his name itself, this country is called ‘Bharatavarsa’.

‘Jambudvipa-pannatti’ is a famous Jaina work. An authentic
explanantion of Jambiidvipa (geography of the central part of the
universe) is given in it. In one of its chapters, called
‘Bharataksetradhikara’, (chapter on the territory of Bharata) the following
verse appears in connection with the naming of Bharatavarsa :

"R IgeRrad vIfef§ey wewo[e Saufer saufest uRaws |
¥ QU3 NI, U Jodg WREAr | |

It means— Here, in this territory, there is the residence of a
Mabhardhika celestial being called Bharata, who is radiant and is having
the life-span of a Palya. After his name, the name of this territory came
to be known as ‘Bharatavarsa’. At yet another place in the same chapter,
it is written that “RATTEafbol qared WRT A9 Uqd HRAqTed
A, which means that, after the name of Bharata Cakravarti and
the deva (celestial being), ‘Bharatavarsa’ was named, and they have
direct relation with Bharatavarsa. It is clear from this that Bharata
Cakravarti himself was T9 (the celestial being). It was his magnified
impression only. As from the beginning, it was the context of Bharata,
the son of Rsabhadeva, it will be proper to take Bharata as Bharata, the
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son of Rsabha. It was after his name only that the name of this country
became ‘Bharatavarsa’. '

Besides this, all the Jaina Puranas agree with the fact that the name
of Bharata, the son of Rsabha itself is the principal basis of the name of
the country as ‘Bharatavarsa’. There is no confusion nor any two opinions
about it. It is thus proved that the Vedic tradition also admits it.

Several Kings had glorious rules, and were celebrated, but it is quite
unlikely that such a big country could have been named after any of
them. This country which was formerly called ‘Ajanabha’ or
‘Haimavata’ came to be known as ‘Bharatavarsa’ after Bharata and
still continues to be so. This proves that ‘Bharata’ was an Indramani
(the main pearl like the Lord Indra) in a string of pearls of the Indian
emperors. The sole reason for this was that he was both physically
strong and possessed of spiritual powers as well. Bharata stood in
between the two creating a co-ordination in them, as does the
Manastambha (a tall pillar with four Tirthankara at the top, facing each
of the four directions in the courtyard of the temple). He was one in his
mind, speech and action. He provided subsistence to the subjects heartily
and led them to the summit of progress. The unique thing about him was
that, in spite of his doing worldly activities, he remained indifferent and
detached from them all. That is why he attained Kevalajiana, (a state
of the mind where only knowledge alone exists) instantly when he was
initiated to asceticism and started meditation. In spite of being the
husband of 96,000 queens, Bharata was called Vairagi (a secluse). He
appeared attached but his mind was towards Vitaragata (totally
unattatched). So in spite of his being ragi (involved in worldly affairs),
he was vitaragi (detatched). Rsabhadeva had full confidence about this
in his son. He had already said that Bharata would prove capable in
leading and nurturing his subjects.

As Rsabhadeva's confidence in Bharata was proved right as Bharata
ruled with justice and with adherence to ethical laws. That is why it did
not take him long to conquer the world. After conquering the six Khandas
(continents) he inscribed his victories (Vijayalekhas) as was the practice
then, on the famous Vrsabhacala (the great mountain), engraved on
‘Vrsabhacala’. Gandharva maidens sang these Vijayalekhas that praised
his qualities. In the dance and rhythm of celestial damsels performing in
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the courts of Indra (a river), only these melodious tune dominated.
On the banks of Vetravasi, siddhanganas (Moksa described as a bride
ready to win over as groom those who had attained Moksa) played
those songs on their vinas. Throughout the world his fame and glory
grew.

“He A ATTe: Y@ SHRATRNY: |
ISRIGTSERIE gufsaRAiqEa a9 ||

Tl g RA: WTAEIGR: |
AN Wedl A T difdead |
—(A8TgRTYT, 37 /20—21)

Meaning— The fame and glory of Bharata was proclaimed in the
universe as Manu, the first among the cakravartis, the King of Satkhanda
Bharataksetra, the King of Kings, and the Emperor. Thus spotless and
immortal fame of Bharata, the son of Vrsabha, the eldest among the
hundred brothers and the protector of subjects began to pervade through
the earth and heaven.

Not only glory, but also Laksmi (goddess of wealth) and Sarasvati
(goddess of knowledge) who are considered hostile to each other began
to live with love and affection, having got as they became part of Bharata.
Hemacandracarya writes as follows—

o ared gEfy ardd gfe HWaa aet |
AP AT aRAa® 99 1
—(Bfeererearad. gaa=rard, 1/2 /960)

Bharata’s character had created unearthly sentiments in the hearts
of people. The impression had taken root in their minds that by hearing
or narrating the portrayal of the character of Bharata, desires are fulfilled
on their own. They did not consider Bharata as an ordinary human
being but considered him as superhuman. He was powerful too like a
superhuman. Popular belief had lasted on some firm base. At one place,
Bhagavata mention’s "O King! The character of princely sage Bharata
who is devoted to the Lord, who possesses spotless qualities, and who
is industrious, is propitious, giver of longevity, causing increase in wealth,
giver of glory and is the cause of heaven and final beatitude. At another
place, the same book says :
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IhTRE ST HAT HETH: |

AEaoisfa qa AReT Toear: ||
A XA ARG GEarsd gfavg e |
STl Jaq HAdgHEA b Terd: | |
—(ArTerd, 5/14 /42-43)
Meaning— O King ! learned persons say about princely sage
Bharata that just as a fly cannot vie with Garuda, similarly no other
King can imitate the way of the noble soul Bharata, even mentally. That
is, no one else can rule the way he did. That uttamasloka (illustrious/
glorious) Bharata renounced the longings for wife, son, friends and
kingdom which are difficult to abandon.

‘Pamparamayana’ is a famous and popular Kannada work. Even
today, the people of Karnataka rever it just as the people in north India
rever ‘Ramacaritamanasa’. Pampa composed Ramayana as well as
Adipurana. Both were equally popular. Both were liked by the public.
Pampa’s glory had pervaded everywhere during his life-time itself. He
was called ‘Kavicakravarti’. He was born 1000 years ago, but his works
have become immortal, having crossed the limit of Time. His Adipurana
gives the description of Bharata’s overwhelming influence, in the
following verse :

“YOUARGRYS ARA*gRashaldaiaad—
exfor FraReTg saaRTRY
9 DIV[gaaTaiaaa] | |
—(@iaazperd] g7, STRYNIY, 307)

Meaning— Bharata Cakravarti, the son of Puru Paramesvara Sri
Adijine$vara, was revered by Vyantaradevas, Amarendras as well as
all the crowned kings on the earth.

In the same treatise he refers to Bharata as ‘Caramasariri’ and
‘Pratapavan’ (glorious) the same work says :

[OURASRYS IR ddatddcls 9ore] |
TR YRR WRaAld 9 Hafgar Td9dd ANTEHAT | |
—(arrfegRTer, 3/18)

Meaning— Cakravarti Bharata, the eldest son of Puru

(Bmfa'm BHM%ATAJ




Parame$vara Sri Adijine$vara was caramagariri, before whose glory
the pride of all Kings and rulers of Bharatakhanda got annihilated.

The term ‘Caramasariri’ means that he aitained salvation in the
same birth. It did not take him long to renounce worldly glory, str ength
and power which he had earned. It was true that, in spite of living in the
world, his mind was indifferent to it. He was a ‘Rajarsi’ (a princely
sage) in the true sense of the term. Detatchment of the mind is all
important. when this happens, the person becomes ‘Moksagami’ (on
the way to Moksa). Bharata’s mind turned, and, within a moment, he
attained Kevalajfiana. Bhoga-vijaya of ‘Bharatesavaibhava’ says :

TRATE RRIGART Relealas W
ARG BUER &vs qfda &9, Raafha ectas | 1"
—(qRTeIdTE, THT, RIS, 20)

Meaning— Bharata, the eldest son of Puru Parame$vara Lord
Adinatha, was the sole cakravarti emperor of Naraloka. By just closing
his eyes, he attained salvation. It is beyond my reach to describe him.

Bharata’s mind was as one with the religion as it was with Digvijaya
(conquest of the world). It was as one with Brahma as it was with
Brahmanda (the creation). He conquered all the ten directions, but at
the same time, he also constructed 72 beautiful temples on Mount
Kailasa. Not only the physical temple but he himself was an embodiment
of mental peace. As a matter of fact, he did not perform religious rites
for attaining success and glory once he attained Digvijaya (conquest of
the world). A light had illuminated in the soul and construction of temples
was its effect. Dharmamrta, a Kannada work, says :

TRORTee-MRAe A9t gve Jmafer |
WMWWWH

— (&A1 10, 379aT™T 26)

Meaning— Just as the very beautiful 72 temples constructed on

Mount Kailasa by Bharata Cakravarti looked graceful, the mind of the

Dhanasri (whose mind is wealth itself), Shine with the glory and peace
of the temples.

Similar discussion is found in Gunabhadidcarya’s ‘Uttarapurana’.
Bharata was the first cakravarti, still his mind was all the while detached
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from the world. That is why he attained Kevalajfiana within a muhtirta
(a short period of time). According to ‘Uttarapurana’ :
afeciefadl oY Ay WIS |
ST g qadisd d¥gerl goid ||
—(STRYRIV, 47 /49, G 446)
Meaning— That Bharata was the eldest son of Lord Adinatha.
He was the 16th Manu and the first Cakravarti, and within a muhtrta,

he attained salvation (he became a Kevalajiiani). So, with whom could
he be compared? With none. He was matchless in every way.

It is true that Bharata’s mind turned away from the world, but
he did not fail in discharging his worldly duties. That is why he is
called matchless. He nourished and nurtured the entire universe from
the core of his heart, and his name will remain alive for ages. And
owing to this alone, he is called ‘the 16th Manu.” Though Nabhiraya
was the last Kulakara and the last Manu as well, Rsabha, and
thereafter Bharata also, completed the same task with genius, firmness
and single mindedness as a Manu and Kulakara. So he is also called
‘Manu’. Bhagavat Jinasendacarya (9th Century A.D.) writes in
Mahapurana :

qifrE FTR-FIeda  UoT-IArRaTa- e R |
Hisollot g AT, IS Ao ||
—(78TYRTvT, 3/237)

Meaning— Nabhiraya taught the art of cutting the umbilical cord
from the naval at the time of the birth of a baby and therefore became
the surgeon of his subjects. He himself gave birth to a great soul like

Vrsabha, and Adiraja Bharata, the eldest son of Vrsabha, who became
Manu.

The same thing is stated at another place by the composer of
Mahapurana as "7 ¥RceTed dreiehedl #:" (3/232). It means that
Vrsabhadeva was both Manu and Tirthafkara and Bharate$vara was
designated as ‘Cakravarti’ and ‘Manu’.

Tulsidasa has called that person equal to Bharata who duly ‘nourishes
and nurtures’ the world. So says he in ‘Ramacaritamanasa’ :
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faeg wRa QIwor B W |
TR T WX 319 8IS | I —(araar, 1/197 /7)

Jinasenacarya has made it clear in Mahapurana that Bharata not
only nourished and fed the subjects but also made them experts in the
manner of ‘Kuladharma’ and the “Worship of Arhanta’ etc.

"Gt SARANTHR A-qoTTfaauf=9 |

qQql RaRISINR=araaHard | |
—(78TY~TYT, 38/25)
Meaning— Princely saint Bharata told the subjects step by step,

"This is Kuladharma (a family-custom) and this is the manner of
worshipping Arhanta (Tirthankars) etc.”

Statesmen have said, "A victorious person becomes intoxicated with
his victory". But the grand victory over all the ten directions could not
make Bharata arrogant, and he did not forget the worshipping of Jinendra.
He performed the worship of Jinendra, took the cakra with him and
conquered the world. But on his way back, he could not forget to pay
his obeisance to Jinendra on the Kailasa Mountain. The discussion of
both the experiences is found in ‘Pratisthasaroddhara’.—

o ad sRwm gafaRmar fed |
forear feen Rrnfrear Adar wxarea: 1
~(TTSTIRIETR, 7)

Adtévara Prabhu-Vrsabhadeva had attained Nirvana (salvation)
from the Kailasa Mountain, therefore it had become a sacred place.
Bharata got many golden Jaina temples constructed wherein images
made of precious gems were installed. Dyanataraya, a great medieval
poet, has described it beautifully in ‘Dyanatavilasa’—

Bell  s6d W SRR REgR m

Wd W ek R d9eml w9 PR

AN W ufoem R W WA

g v oy w9 99a gqa wwr R

UM Gl D T @ [T BT Y A e |
—(eTTIc-fdetred, 57)
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Meaning— On Kailasa, where Lord Adinatha reached Sivapuri
(attained salvation), spring is blooming, gardens are emitting fragrance.
Bharata Cakravarti got 72 Jina-temples constructed of gold. 72
images made of gems are graciously seated in those caityalayas
(temples), and their physical postures are naturally attractive. The heads
of all those images that are with unearthly grace are in a countenance
of Lord Siddha. Dyanataraya, the poet, says "Salutation to that
Kailasa where Prabhu attained salvation. Who can chant praises of
it?"

Once Bharata Cakravartl was informed of three things at one and
the same time. They were: That he had attained the Cakraratna, that he
himself was blessed with the birth of a son, and that his father
Rsabhadeva had attained Kevalajnina, (all pervasive knowledge). For
every good happening one performs worship. Bharata had heard of
three at one time. Which one to consider and pray for first? He thought
that with the boon of Dharma itself, one gets all the auspicious wealth.
He, therefore, worshipped Jina first. Then he celebrated ‘the festival of
Cakraratna-prapti’ (the attainment of Cakraratna), and lastly performed
the ‘putra-janma’ (birth of son) ritual. Dyanataraya, the poet, has
portrayed this scene in ‘Jainapada samgraha’ thus :

Tb Y WRAveR’ @, I 9 g qRa B |
A, Y=, SI-TH-3d, ggel Blol DI faa ||
gH.gde |94 gE-awha, 9 qo 99 gRa gRa |
Ish-bOTE (Al Ga T, TAT IR 9 qRA | [/

—(5I97 9gHYE, 9T, 297)
Meaning— Once Bharata Cakravarti got three reports almost
simultaneously. He received three good news from different directions.
He had acquired Cakraratna, Rsabhadeva had attained Kevalajiiana at
Purimatala (Prayaga) and his queen had given birth to their first son.
The correspondents and the maids from the palace reported all these
three news to him. Cakravarti thought which of the three things should
be given first preference to. Because accomplishment of all auspicious
wealth is due to the good grace of Dharma, and due to the worship of
Jinendra, all the sins are destroyed. Having thought so, he worshipped
Jinendra and then celebrated the function of the achievement of
Cakraratna and then the birth of the son.
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Only a supernatural character can co-ordinate the worldly and
spiritual things. Only by hearing and narrating such extra-ordinary
characters, desires are fulfilled. Srimadbhagavata had full confidence
in the uniqueness of Bharata. Srimadbhagavata says : ‘O King ! the
pure qualities and acts of Bharata are praised by devotees also. His
character is very propitious, causing longevity and causing increase in
wealth and eventually causing the attainment of salvation. He who listens
to it or narrates it and congratulates it, automatically gets all his desires
fulfilled. He has to ask for nothing from others." The citation is as
follows—

T FE AFGAHITSTAETaOIGHolT I HRaeraRd
ACIITHGS 99 IR G qa AN AT A=<
9 gl AR A MR 7T Hias uRd |

—(rirad, 5/14 /46)

It was the result of his dutifulness that the land of Bharata became
more pleasure-giving and charming than heaven itself. Visnupurana is
an important ancient work and it is counted second after ‘Bhagavata’.
It is the original base of Vaisnava dar§ana. Ramanujacarya has given
many citations of it in his work ‘Sribhasya’. Consistency of knowledge
and devotion is done in a nice manner in it. I consider that in spite of
dominance of Visnu, there is no parochialism. There in ‘Visnupurana’
we find the discussion of the beauty of the land of Bharata which was
nourished and nurtured by Bharata. At one place in it says :

mafe Qar fea Masfy o O aRa- R |
wgaTieariE - wafta q@ gesr gRerq | 1
—(far=oggRToT, 2 /6 /24)

Meaning— Even the celestial beings sing in praise that the people
born in the land of Bharata are fortunate. Even the celestial beings
wish to abandon their godhood and be born as human beings in this
country which is equal to Svarga (heaven) and Apavarga (final
beatitude).

There in ‘Srimadbhagavata’ is a portrayal of celestial beings who
are jealous of the fortune of the residents of Bharata. The divine
community thinks that the Lord pleased with the residents of Bharata
as caused their birth in Bharatavarsa. They wish, "How we wish we
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too were born there !" The couplet reads as follows—

gq~ UuT Raga w@g ‘zrﬁ |

ISt @ Y ARAIRR,

o< dariiie wer f& 711

Meaning— Envying the fortune of the people of Bharata, the

celestial beings say, "Oh ! one does not know what virtuous deeds
these people did as a result of which they could be born so easily in
the courtyard of Bharatabhtimi. It seems the Lord himself was pleased

with them. We too wish to have the birth worthy to the service of the
Lord."

Whatever Bharata could become was the gift of his father, and
grandfather. His grandfather Nabhiraya was the ‘last Kulakara’ of the
14 Kulakaras. He who finds out the right solution to the new problems
in the life of his subjects, is called a Kulakara. When Karmabhumi
began after the age of Kalpavrksas, there were new problems, and
guidance to the subjects became necessary. When the navel-cord began
to be seen in the navel of a baby at the time of birth, he taught the
people the method of cutting the navel cord (umbilical cord). That is
why he was called Nabhiraya. According to ‘Sasvatakosa’ "Just as the
navel is main among the limbs of a living being, similarly Nabhiraya was
main among all the Kings."s(’ ‘Medinikosa’ puts it the other way— "Just
as Nabhi (an axis) is main in the centre of a wheel, similarly Nabhiraya
was main among all the Ksatriya Kings"'37 The purport of this is that
Nabhirdya was a famous Kulakara. This country was called
‘Ajanabhavarsa’ after his fiame. Thereafter it was called
‘Bharatavarsa’. Bharata was the grandson of this very Nabhirdaya. He
had received overwhelming influence by inheritance, and if he had
become more famous than his grandfather, it was befitting this tradition
only.

The personality of Emperor R@&bhadéva, father of Bharata, was
unrestricted and pervasive and is safe in the mention of different

"TOL TR AR Yguarary | — (Seaden!e, 508)
37. "R FshAed &3 YHA |1 — (AP, 9. a7, 5)
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scriptures of India even today. Here the purport of the word ‘different’
is that it is safe not only in Jaina scriptures but in Rgveda, Puranas and
Bhagavata, etc. as well. At one place in ‘Rgveda’, it is written that
Rsabhadeva was valiant and he was unconquerable in wars. Indra had
presented him war-materials and chariots.

T X 9N glesaTal gEaed 9ud qered |
< ¥ da9d 9§ Aewd gl ot | ari

—(#7d], 4 /6 /26 /4)
Indra had not presented war-materials and chariots but he was
compelled to do so. Indra’s envy is already known to everyone. He was
burning with envy due to Rsabhadeva’s valour also. Once he had not
showered rain over his kingdom. Then laughing at Indra’s folly
Rsabhadeva showered heavy rains with his yogamaya (knowledge of

art of yoga). The 2T of this import is found in Atharvaveda—

‘Ffgeel ol gEAisiyeT srea fe: |
—(Brerdde, 1691 PrS, FUTgfoaR)

Surdasa has presented this incident in an interesting manner in
Strasagar as follows—

‘TG Qg ST A1 oY | SRS BT T Sl IRATN | |
Ryaed a9 & 9% o | Fel 5% I8 HEr AT A
fSTee—sr AR qeamt | gorm @ sy € g i

—(¥XTR, 9. 150-51)

The tradition of Rgveda-Atharvaveda shows that Indra was jealous

of the prowess and popularity of Rsabhadeva. But when he became

helpless, he became fully devoted in the service of Rsabhadeva. From

the very beginning, the Jaina tradition considers Indra as Supreme among

the devotees of Rsabhadeva. Whatever it may be, he ‘became’ or ‘was’

the devotee of Rsabhadeva, it is enough that he was a devotee. This is
accepted by both.

‘Mahabharata’ has considered Rsabhadeva as the “first ever pioneer
of Ksatradharma’ (the duties of a Ksatriya). It is stated in ‘Santiparva’
(12/64/20) of ‘Mahabharata’ that all other dharmas (duties) prevailed
after this—
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‘grE gml Efeead uge: |
CECICR BN GIEC IR HIT
Rsabhadeva was supreme among all the kings and was the ancestor

of all the Ksatriyas. This has been agreed even by Brahmanda Purana,
which says :

A gIRfass Hdaas qdeH | —(2 /14 /60, Y 30)

In Vayupurana, Rsabhadeva has been called as excellent among
the great brilliant kings as well as the ancestor of all K@atriyas.38 That is
why the regime of Lord Rsabhadeva was the period of utmost happiness
for the subjects. None of the subjects under his protection would face
the want of anything. Nobody begged one another. If at all they had to
beg, they only wished to have the grace of their King.w His name
‘Rsabhadeva’ had significance. His father had named him ‘Rsabha’
because of his qualities. He was handsome and had a well-built body,
abundant renown, splendour, strength, glory and grandeur, success,
valiance, bravery etc. According to Bhagavata, "% f2 a1 geef asiom
AT GETT D ATl ol B TR d-wraht g O e

SfA A9 TBR | —(WTad 5/4/2)

Rsabhadeva was the pioneer of his age. The period of Kalpavrksas
had come to an end leading to the beginning of the period of Karmabhtimi.
He gave his subjects the sacred formula of cultivation. He was the first
to teach the art of farming. Therefore, Acarya Samantabhadra has
written in the beginning of ‘Svayambhiistotra’ :

‘goraferd: gerd  forefifay: |
IR HEIRY HHY oI ||” (1 /2)

Meaning— He who as the first Prajapati, having known the
principles of space, time and condition of the subjects well, educated his
subjects who wished to know the way for subsistence, cultivation etc..

Thus he taught farming and how to grow food from it and how to

prepare meals from food. Grains of barley and wheat are even found in
the excavations of Indus Valley, which goes to prove that cultivation

38. ATGYRIVI, Yaef, 33/50-51 |
39. STHIIIE, Javhd, 4/14 |
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had already begun in that age. Descriptions of this are found in ‘Satapatha
Brahmana’ also (1/6/1/3). Being the pioneer of the art of cultivation
itself, Rsabhadeva had fixed Vrsabha (bull)as his mark. This proves
that Rsabhadeva propagated agriculture extensively and settled the big
problems of meals. Dr. P.C. Roy Chaudhari is of the opinion that "Lord
Rsabhadeva propagated Jaina religion in Magadha by the end of stone
age and in the beginning of the age of agriculture."” May be Dr.
Chaudhari did not know the fact that the inventor of agriculture was
Rsabhadeva himself.

Another important task of Rsabhadeva was the education of script
and mathematics. He imparted the knowledge of langauge and script to
his daughter ‘Brahmi’. After her name itself, the ancient script of
Bharata is called Brahmt." Philologists state that the ‘Brahmi’ script
was perfect and sarvagrahya (acceptable by all). In course of time,
several other scripts were developed from this script. Rsabhadeva
imparted the knowledge of numbers to his second daughter ‘Sundari’.
The origin of mathematics is traceable in it.

The first instructor of ‘Gandharvavidya’ was Rsabhadeva himself.
Acarya Jinasena has written in Adipurana that Vrsabhadeva instructed
Vrsabhasena ‘Gandharvavidya’ which was in the form of songs, musical
instruments and artha-sangraha. This ‘Gandharva-vidya’ contains more
than 100 chapters.

g Ma-aremiaus |
TEITEAEaE IR W 969 | |

—(@rErd [, STfegRIon, 16/120)

Rsabhadeva disciplined the subjects in a well-planned and well-
organised manner. He classified the society on the basis of occupation.
He became the leading man (JF¢R) of Caturvarna-vyavastha (the four
caste-system as practised in the Indian tradition). The Caturvarna-
vyavastha which has been emphasised more and more in Canakya’s
‘Arthagastra’ was already started by Rsabhadeva. The Caturvarna
vyavastha described in Somadeva’s ‘Nitivakyamrta’ was not influenced

40. Dr. P.C. Roy Chaudhary, Jainism in Bihar, P. 7, L.P.
41, "RIEITIST STEHT — (&g o7+, FTYRIvT, 42/175)
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by Canakya’s ‘economics’ but by its own previous tradition i.e. by
Rsabhadeva’s system. Some aspirants for research establish misleading
accreditions in this connection. They need to pay proper attention to the
above mentioned fact.

In the beginning of ‘Karmabhtimi’ after the end of ‘Bhogabhtimi’,
the ways were evolved by Rsabhadeva for satisfying the needs of the
earth and the people residing on it. He was also the pioneer of Atmavidya
(spiritual knowledge). He is known as ‘the first ever pioneer of
‘Sramanadhara’. The term "$TH (activity) in the word "$THYT" made him
prominent in both the mundane as well as ultra-mundane fields. The
relish with which he enjoyed ANR—aTR—qRIA—IGET TE (Sea, water,
earth, wife) was the same in renouncing them within no time. He was
Moksagami (destined to go to Moksha). He became Atmavan (involved
in his soul). He suffered hunger and thirst and did not swerve from
vows and canons. There is a couplet in ‘Svayambhiistotra’ to say :

faerT ¥ arR-aiR-arad,
Jefaar agar-ay adi |
qaegReaTds- et axTeHar
9 gadret F%WIR{FT 1 (e, 1/3)

Meaning— He who was Mumuksti (desirous of attaining salvation),
he who was Atmavan and Prabhu (all powerful), he who was the first
ever man of Iksvakukula (of the Iksvaku lineage), renounced sativadht
(a loyal woman devoted to her husband i.e. wife) and this sagara-vari-
vasana vasudha vadht also who was sati susila (virtuous and good-
tempered) and was initiated to munihood. He remained tolerant and firm.

A few lines which support the above are contained in
Srimadbhagavata which say : "In spite of his being absolutely independent,
Rsabhadeva was always free from all types of calamities and was, by
nature, full of experiences of bliss and he was god in person. He practised
dharma (religion) according to the demands of the time. He educated
people who did not know the principles of religion. In addition, he regulated
the people in grhasthasrama (the order of householder) which was to
be with equanimity, being equal, peaceful, friendly, compassionate and
experiencing dharma, yasa, artha, santana (progeny), sexual pleasure
and the bliss of salvation.:—
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A HYIHE: Mo~ ¥ad e FgarreioreR:
BIATTT: $TaR T FAUTac] HAVARRAIT: IO

THAAR VYRRl ol a9 Suem=r 43 $Tofre) eafefrr:
TSTT<MHAaRIE Y dldb e | —(ATTaT, 5 /4 /4)

We find several citations about Risabhadeva in Bhagavata. At one
place, Pariksita said, "O Rsabhadeva, the knower of the principles of
Dharma ! You are preaching Dharma. Indeed, you, yourself, are Dharma
in the form of Vrsabha. Those who are engaged in sinful acts go to hell.
The same is suffered by those who criticize you."

‘o qify eefg | emisRr R queuye |
JeEdga: ¥ YAHEI g 9aq | |”

—(Mrrad, 1/17 /22)
In Snmadbhacravatd also there is a statement purportedly by
Rsabhadeva, which narrates the propriety of the noun ‘Rsabha’. "This
body of mine is Durvibhavya i.e., my physical actions of conduct are
not within the reach of everybody’s comprehension. The quality of purity
and goodness lies in my heart, and therein, itself, is the position of Dharma.
Being religious-minded, I have pushed back sinful acts. That is why I

am called Rsabha by men of noble character."

‘g€ IR 99 gfdwrer ud f2 9 ged a3 g+
IS gl A ageraREEr R oA s iRt

—(4rrad, 515 /19)
In Bhagavata again, Rsabhadeva is adorned with the noun
‘Kaivalyapati’ engaged in many yoga-practices— "Sftf FTHRINT=ra RO
I DAY FWT: |© —(5 /6 /24). In Jaina treatises, he is called
“Yogirat’ (the most outstanding of Yogis) at every step. In spite of the
word “YogI’ being used synonymously, the word ‘Muni’ is used for
Rsabhadeva only, not for any other ‘Rsi’. Muni and Rsi were two
traditions, two currents which were basically different. They can be
called as Rsi tradition and Muni tradition also. In the beginning both of
them were complementary to each other for some time, but, in due
course of time, the difference between them became wider. The tendency
towards the body of religious ceremonies grew in Rsi parampari, and in
Muni-parampara (Slamanadhara) non-violence and ideological
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tolerance went on increasing. But these were all later matters. In the
beginning, there was co-ordintion between them. In Gita, there appears
a couplet in the praise of ‘muni’ :

TUSfgEEE gEy  frawgE |
Aarrraase: ReadEfe=a
— (g, 2/56)
Not only in Gita, but in Rgveda as well, mention is found of many
basic principles of Munidharma. Formerly, both the currents were
coordinated and complementary. Rsabhadeva was the symbol of the
coordination. In this connection, a statement by Dr. Mangaladeva Shastri
is worth taking note of.

"In one of the Stiktas of Rgveda (10/136), a novel description of
munis is found. They are called Vatarasana-Digambara (those
Digambara Munis who live on Oxygen during fast) Pifanga vasate mata
(whose body is covered with grey coloured clay) prakirnakesa (those
who pluck their hair with own hands). This description is very much
identical with that of Rsabhadeva, the first Tirthankara of the Jainas,
given in ‘Srimadbhagavata’ (fifth section). There itis categorically stated
that Rsabhadeva had become mcarndte with the desire of revealing the
religions of the Sramana Munis.”

Bharata had received such a Sramana tradition. He enjoyed the
magnificence of a Cakravartl and then attained Nirvana also (won over
Moksa-vadhi also). Rsabhadeva is called ‘Pitamaha’ (paternal
grandfather) by people on account of Bharata only. All the living beings
of Bharatakhanda were the subjects of Bharata and Bharata was
Rsabhadeva’s son, so people addressed Rsabhadeva as ‘Pitamaha’.

Banarasidasa, the well-known poet of the 17th century, writes as
follows—

“RaEe @ Wil S| Ul WRA-SN @l Od |

RA-RY BT B ARAT| A AT farg” a1
—(qTIe e, defaofaaaniie, 38)

The character of both Bharata and Rsabhadeva had a pecularity.
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Their life was public, recognised by all, indivisible and unrestricted. That
is why they are incontrovertly remembered in the works of all religions
like Jaina, Vedic, Vaisnava etc. Jaina tradition accepts Rsabhadeva as
its first Tirthankara. Vedas, Puranas, Upanisads of Vedic tradition
consider him as their Lord and incarnation. Their life was full of events
and efficacious in both the traditions and one finds similarity of those
events also to some extent.

‘Srimadbhagavata’ and other puranas, clearly testify that Mahayogi
Bharata was the eldest of Rsabhadeva’s hundred sons, and it is after
him alone that only this country is called Bharatavarsa. Besides this,
one more astonishing fact is found in Bhagavata, that is,

AN ARAT WA ARTIOLORET: |
faeard addag I~ ARAGAIIaH | |

—@rrad, 11/21/17)

Meaning— Bharat was also a supreme Bhagavata and a devotee

of Rsabhadeva. That is why he occupied a very respectable position in
Jaina religion, and people belonging to Bhagavata cult also consider him
as their adored deity. The family relation of both Rsabha and Bharata
was with that Svayambhuva Manu, because of whom the lineage of
more and more rsis and the tradition of princely sages became famous.

It seems that due to the universal personality of Rsabhadeva and
Bharata, people of all cults hold them in high esteem. However, in the
later period, various sects and cults came into being, taking things one
by one from the yoga-practices and the way to salvation accepted by
them. Gradually, they forgot the actual form with their original source
and ideals. If we think at least a little about that original form, we will
find the seeds of unity lying in diversity of religions too. Rsabhadeva
and Bharata can become a link of unity in diversity also. The scattered
pearls of cults and sects can be woven into a string of variegated gems
by needling the threads of Rsabha and Bharata. What is needed is to
give up any prejudice and accept the theory of Anekanta—(Theory of
multiple dimensions) OO

43, 3% FH G SULHIARIORAHTRITT TaISfhafem FR—eqrg
GAR-ARTIONY WRASH- YR STHARTATROT 4 =7 3y | |
—(sflerTaa, 5119 /111)
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13.
20
27.
33.
39.
44.
49.
55,
60.
65.
70.
76.
82.
87.
93.
99.

3R:, 14. YA, 15. B, 16. ga, 17. I=B:, 18. A=;, 19. X,

g, 21, %, 22, 3T, 23, T 24. DI, 25. AR, 26. BIoAT,
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P, 45. TRIH:, 46, YOUITH, 47. IS4, 48. AN,
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—sf

— (FIEITRIST== PIeT, @I 91T ‘SEH UPRT, T8 1157)
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SAHEHTTAA A RS A TN TSIt A coli -

TSI 91 STHAMT | I8 W] Herdif ey
W g B gertadf aamad’ qe: dgHanT grawfiged:
Pipe gfet Fa-afa werrr | HlIER<Rer ugeg: e | anfaeiznse
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—sflunnaa 5/4/8-13
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13. IRET, 14. Uqe, 15, fwema=:, 16. anfaglar, 17, gfier, 18, a9
19. BTG, |
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